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Gaston County Board
of Commissioners

GASTON COUNTY COMMISSIONER'’S COURT

NORTH CAROLINA DECEMBER 5, 2022

The Gaston County Board of Commissioners (BOC) met on December 5, 2022 at 10:10 am
following the Swearing In Ceremony in The Harley B. Gaston, Jr. Public Forum, Gaston County
Courthouse, for the purpose of reorganization of the County Commission.

Commissioners Chad Brown, Cathy Cloninger, Allen R. Fraley, Bob Hovis, Kim Johnson, Tom
Keigher and Ronnie Worley were in attendance.

Others present included Dr. Kim S. Eagle, County Manager; William T. Stetzer, County Attorney;
and Donna S. Buff, Clerk to the Board.

Election of the Chairman

The County Attorney entertained nominations for the Chairman of the Board as follows:

Commissioner Hovis nominated Commissioner Chad Brown to serve as Chair of the Gaston
County Board of Commissioners and Commissioner Johnson provided the second.

The County Attorney asked if there were any other nominations; none was heard.

The County Attorney declared the nominations closed and called for the vote to elect Commissioner
Chad Brown as Chairman of the County Commission and the motion carried unanimously as
follows:

2022-363 Commissioner Chad Brown is hereby elected to serve as Chairman of the

Gaston County Board of Commissioners.

Election of the Vice-Chairman

Chairman Brown entertained nominations for the Vice-Chairman of the County Commission.

Commissioner Johnson nominated Commissioner Bob Hovis to serve as Vice-Chairman of the
County Commission and Commissioner Worley provided the second.

Chairman Brown asked if there were any other nominations; none was heard.
Chairman Brown declared the nominations closed and called for the vote to elect Commissioner
Bob Hovis as Vice-Chairman of the County Commission and the motion carried unanimously as

follows:

2022-364 Commissioner Bob Hovis is hereby elected to serve as Vice-Chairman of the
Gaston County Board of Commissioners.

Chairman Brown asked if the Vice-Chair had any comments.

Vice-Chairman Hovis noted appreciation in continuing to serve the citizens with the new Board;
advised 2023 is going to be a “momentous” year; the County is emerging from the effects of
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previous concerns, including Covid; the County is resilient and will continue to move forward and
provide all of the great services to the citizens.

Appointment of County Manager

On motion introduced by Commissioner Hovis and seconded by Commissioner Fraley, the BOC
unanimously approved Resolution 2022-365 as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Gaston

County, North Carolina, appoints Dr. Kim S. Eagle to the position of County
Manager.

Appointment of County Attorney

On motion introduced by Commissioner Worley and seconded by Commissioner Hovis, the BOC
unanimously approved Resolution 2022-366 as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Gaston

County, North Carolina, appoints William T. Stetzer to the position of County
Attorney.

Appointment of County Clerk

On motion introduced by Commissioner Keigher and seconded by Commissioner Worley, the BOC
unanimously approved Resolution 2022-367 as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Gaston

County, North Carolina, appoints Donna S. Buff as Clerk to the Board of
Commissioners.

Resolution of Meetings

On motion introduced by Commissioner Keigher and seconded by Commissioner Hovis, the BOC
unanimously approved Resolution 2022-368 as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Gaston
County, North Carolina sets forth the time and place of its required meetings at
6:00 pm, The Harley B. Gaston, Jr. Public Forum, Gaston County Courthouse, 325
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Gastonia, North Carolina as follows:

e Work Sessions to be held on the 2" Tuesday each month
e Regular Meetings to be held on the 4" Tuesday each month,
with exception of the following meetings in 2023:
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e November 28" BOC Regular Meeting to be Combined with November
14" Work Session — 6:00 PM

e December 26" BOC Regular Meeting to be Combined with December 12t
Work Session — 6:00 PM

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that when the Board of Commissioners sets a location with date and
time of a meeting away from the Courthouse, the location for the meeting will be
designated by the Commissioner representing the township where such meeting
is to be held. The Clerk shall cause the place of the meeting to be published as
required by law.

Resolution of Approval of Bonds

On motion introduced by Commissioner Hovis and seconded by Commissioner Keigher, the BOC
unanimously approved Resolution 2022-369 as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Gaston County,
that in accordance with North Carolina General Statutes, bonds are hereby set and
approved as follows:

Sheriff, Chad Hawkins $25,000 (As set forth in Attachment A of these Minutes)
Register of Deeds, Susan S. Lockridge $10,000

Finance Director, Tiffany Murray $1,000,000

Tax Collector, Chelsea Tarbush $100,000

Faithful Performance Blanket Bond $500,000

Resolution of Meeting with Legislative Delegation

On motion introduced by Commissioner Hovis and seconded by Commissioner Worley, the BOC
unanimously approved Resolution 2022-370 as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Gaston
County will meet with the aforementioned legislative delegation as required during
the year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the time and place of the aforementioned meetings are to be

scheduled by the Chair after consultation with the members of the legislative
delegation.

Resolution for Annual Planning Session

On motion introduced by Commissioner Hovis and seconded by Commissioner Brown, the BOC
unanimously approved Resolution 2022-371 as follows:
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Gaston County Board of Commissioners that the
policy of the Board of Commissioners shall be to have one major annual Planning
Session with said date being December 13, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.

Swearing-in of Chad E. Hawkins, Gaston County Sheriff

Chairman Brown invited the Honorable David A. Phillips, Senior Resident Superior Court Judge,
and Sheriff-Elect Chad E. Hawkins and family to the podium.

Judge Phillips advised it is a pleasure and honor to swear Sheriff-Elect Hawkins into office as Sheriff
of Gaston County; he is a life-long resident of the County; has a Bachelor’s Degree from Gardner
Webb University and Master's Degree from Methodist University; he began working in law
enforcement in 1994 and has worked in Cramerton, Lowell, Gastonia as a Sergeant and in
Cherryville and Belmont as Chief of Police.

Judge Phillips administered the Oath of Office and Sheriff Hawkins assumed the position of Sheriff
of Gaston County.

Sheriff Hawkins asked Chief Conner from the Gastonia Police Department, who was his former
training officer, roommate and friend, to pin his Stars.

Former Sheriff Alan Cloninger congratulated Sheriff Hawkins and stated it was his honor to present
Sheriff Hawkins the keys to the Sheriff's Office and Jail; more sacredly, the Sheriff's Badge that
former Sheriff Leroy Russell handed him when he was sworn in, with all of the history and
commitment of taking care of the citizens.

Sheriff Hawkins thanked Sheriff Cloninger for his years of service and for his friendship; advised
he will carry out the mission and services that uphold the Constitution.

Sheriff Hawkins introduced his wife (Abbey), son (Christian), daughter (Kayla) and daughter-in-law
(Brooke). He noted that many of his friends and family were in attendance; recognized his mother-
in-law (Patty), father-in-law (Steve), sister-in-law (Stephanie) and Janice Hovis. He thanked the
citizens for putting their faith in him; advised he has been in public safety for 32 years and is excited
to start this next chapter; thanked the Belmont Police Department noting that his success is
because of them; thanked everyone he worked with, those that worked for him, and the leaders
that mentored him over the years; looks forward to serving and building relationships.

Chairman Brown stated that the County entrusted Sheriff Hawkins with their vote and now his skills;
the BOC thanks him for his past service as a Patrol Officer and Chief of any municipalities.

Sheriff Hawkins responded he looks forward to working with the BOC and staff.
Chairman Brown announced the BOC will hold a combined Work Session/Regular Meeting on

December 13", Harley B. Gaston, Jr. Public Forum — Courthouse; has scheduled a Special Meeting
(Policy & Strategy Planning Session) for December 13, Room 3A — Administration Office at 1 pm.
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Other Matters

None.

Adjournment
Chairman Brown called for a motion to adjourn the Organizational Meeting.

On motion introduced by Commissioner Hovis and seconded by Commissioner Johnson, the BOC
unanimously adjourned the Organizational Meeting of December 5, 2022 at 10:23 am.

(All aforementioned documents are on file with the Clerk to the Board.)

Chad Brown, Chairman Donna S. Buff
Gaston County Board of Commissioners Clerk to the Board
SEAL
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SHERIFF’S BOND — ATTACHMENT A:

22ZR §2)

Public Bond Number: BND279372Q
Official ~ Westfield Insurance Company
Eond Westfield Insurance®
i | Park Gircle, \Westfield Cenfer, Ohio 44251-5001
FILEL
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, Thatwe_Chad Everette Har of

_192 Carolina Dr Cherryville, NC 28021 NI DEC =5 f H§ 35 in
the State of___NC as Principal, and_Westfield Insurance Company !
incorporated under the laws of the State of Ohlo, and al & 5g |t'pryunbonds in the State of

Morh Carolina as Suraty, are held and firmly bo ] in
ihe State of_North Cardlina i the penal sum of Twenty Five Thousand ($.25,000.00] ) Dollars
lawful money of the United States, for the payment ml and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs,

executors, adminisiralors, successors and assigns, jointly and saverally, firmly trrtheee presents.

SIGMED AMD SEALED this___28th day of _November _am

WHEREAS, the said Chad Everette Hawkins
has been duly elected to the office of Sheriff for a definite term, beginning on

12/05/2023 and ending on __ 120872025
MOW, THEREFORE, THE CONDITION OF THE ABOVE OBLIGATION IS SUCH, that if the above bounden
wiking shall, during the aforesaid term, faithfully and

truly perform sl duties of__their office and shall pay over and aceount for all funds coming into_their _hands by |
virtue of __their said office of Sheriff’ as required by law, then this ubldaﬁun to be

woid; otherwise to be and ramain in full force and virtue.

THIS BOND is executed and deliverad o be effective only upan the following express conditions, which shall be
conditions precedent to the right of recovery hereunder:

If the: Surety shall so elect this bond may be canceled by giving thirty (30) days notice in writing to the '

Guaston County PO Box 1578 Gostonia. NC 28053 and this bond shall be
deemed canceled at the expiration of said thity (30) days, the Surety remaining lkable for all or any act or acts covered by
thig bond, which may have been committed by the Principal up to the effective date of such cancallation, subject to the tarms,
conditions and provisions of this bond.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the said Principal has hereunto set_their __hand and seal, and the said
Westfield Tnsurance has executed these presents to be sbgned by its
Attorney-in-Fact, the day and year first above written.

Signed and sealed in the ce of
_ ﬂ _ng&lﬁaé( ﬁmﬁ, HCLLL
eretieH,

awkins
L/ / ! ‘Westfield Insurance Company
F N T )
MIV R E2) v By (%Lori{a \\jx“fm)f /. I
J s Lm Francis
BD 5033C  (01-2000) Page | of 2
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Gaston

COUNTY OF
STATE OF North Caralina }
|
e
Before me, this i 3_3 day of Nm&mbé’f’ .
ook am personally appeared the
said [IET:] F.@HMQ[S , to me known and known to

me 1o be the individual described in and who executed the foregoing hond and 5 he ackmwiedgu:l to me that She
executed the same, |

7 Notary_ghlic: E e Bz is2d
APPROVAL

The within bond Is approved by _ (€Y Stand (10¢2 n-h/
(%

da nrD

as to the amount and sureties thereof, this .

OATH

THE sTATE oF _ North Carolina

counTyoF ___Gaston

|
Before me ﬂ /q’f-d a-”J /; ﬂr//':/”
within and for the county aforesaid, on this s sayol _Decembhel
Q OQQ , personalty meamdﬁﬁﬁjﬁmﬂ_&lﬂjﬁs—.___

and made solemn oath that____he will support the constitution of the United States and the mnslllutljm of the

State of N c .,andthat  he will faithfully discharge the duties of h___office as Jaf[]fﬁ

Witness Signed

Ulerk to the Board, do hereby Leriify thet Ihe
above is ¢ s end o ummpyu‘ad:swﬁm
&y e Board of Commisalonars on|

| BDse33c (01-2000)
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POWER NO: 32-1000 Westfield Insurance Company
Power of Attorney |
i

CERTIFIED COPY | Park Circle, PO Bow 5001, Wesifickl Center, Uhia 442515001

K A Men by These Presents, Thai Viestlield Insurance Campnny o & comparatinn, hereinafier refemed o individually as &
“Comgpany™ duly arganized ond il under e laws of fhe State of Ohic, knd Baving e pﬁnﬁpﬂ affices in Westlield Cenler, Mediza Cownty, Ohic, o
by thes: presests make, conslitule snd appoint n Francis
af Crastania and Slale ol LS il trae and law sl .Mlumn.;l[s}—m Facl, with fall power and aathesity horeby con forred

I tyzir name, place and stead, o execale, acknowlsdpe and defiver |
Besd Muwber BND I793710

Priveipel Mome; Chad Everetie Hawhins

Cinligee Mame: Gaston County

Hond Pemalty: § 22 900,00

and i bind the Coenpany thereby sy fully and 10 the seme cxient 2z if soch boed was signed by the Frasident, scaled with the corpatare sed of the spplicuble
Company and duly atiested by its Secreiary, hereby ratifying and confirming 21l ihat the s2id Atlomey(s)-in-Frc| may do in the preméizes. Said apprincmen
s made under and by antsarity of the fallowing resolulion adapted by the Board ol Direciors of the Westfield Insurance Company

“BE IT RESOLVED, that the President, any Seniar Executive, amy Secretary or amy Swcty Operations Exvastive of other Exeostive shall be and
is hemely vesled with fall power and suthoriy ko nppoien any one ce more galiable persons &5 Ancmey(s)-in-Faci i sepresesd ond @2t for ond an behzli®
of he Comipary subject 1o ihe following provisions:

Tha Attemncy-it-Fool sy be givan full power and autharity far and in the same of und oo behall* of the Company, W sxecots, ackivalnlps wld
deliver, any and all bonds, reeognizences. comirsets, ngreemenis of inderemity and aiher conditicral or cbligaiory undenakings snd any and all rotices
and dociments cancelling or semmingting te Company's Nchility thersunder. imd any such instruments 5o executed by any sach Abamey-in-Fact shall
e as binding upon The Commpasy as if signed by e Prosideni and sealed 2nd aflesied by the Carparab: Secreiary.”

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVYED, that |be sigmiture of shy suck desigeabed persan and the seal of the Compary hereiofore or hivenfler affved
W any power of Bllcmey or any cenificase relacing thereio by facsimile, snd any power of apomey o cenificae bearing faesimile signawres o
facsinale eal shall be valid and binding upea the Comgany with respect ic 2=y bond or undenaking wo which iL is aflached.™ {Eoch adopted al a
meering held oa February B, 20000}

fnn Flinass Wharagf Westfield Insurance Company
bas causcd (hese presesis (o be gpned by el Senbor Executive and iheir
coaporaiz seal to be herele affixed this 17th day of December 20195, \

By Gary W, Stampsr, Noficee! Sureiy Lender and Sealor Evaculiie

A Ffooed
Comersie
el
"
GERTIFIGATE
1, Frank Carrine, Secretary of he Vvestfield Insurance Company 4,
bacuby eertify that the above and foregoing ik & moe and comect copy of @ Power of
. . Atiomey, execuied by s Company, which & still in Full force snd effect; und
Suate of Chia furthenmare, the maahlions of the Boerd of Direstars, 561 oul i the Power of Alloerey
Coanty of Meding 46 are in full foree sad effest

In Witners Whereaf, | have beroomio set my hand and afficed ihe szl of said Compasy at
Westheld Comter, Ohlio, this 2k dov of November . 570 2022

By: Frank Curring, Sacemtary

Onthis 17th dery of December, 4.0, 2009, bafose me perscoally came Gary W Stumper, 1o me known, who. being b‘!.'ml.'dulyswnen_ldili deposs
and gay, bl he resides in Hartford, T, that he is Mational Serety Leasder and Sonior Execwtive of Westfield Tnsurance iy
the company desoribed in and which execubed the wbove ingtrumnen: thes he kevwows the s2al of seid Compeey; thed te seal affixed Lo goid insmumend is soch
comparale seal; that it was s afficed by arder of the Beard of Directors of s8d Company;, ond thas he signed his pame thereto by like onder,

Fdt k-

Motarial
Seal By:
A fmed David A, Keinik, Atcemey o1 Law, Mooy Fublic
Wy Commission Does Mot Expire {Soc, 14703 Chio Rovisod Codé)
Sate of Ohie
Counry of Meding BB

BPOACAA (combimed) {11-19)



