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CTP Background



What is a CTP?

• Long-range, multi-modal plan

• Long-term vision for the local transportation network

• Required by and mutually adopted by NCDOT

Long range, multi modal plan

Long-term vision for the local transportation network

Required by and mutually adopted by NCDOT



What is a CTP?

MTP
• Required by FHWA
• Fiscally constrained
• Identifies 

transportation projects 
prioritized for funding 
over next 20+ years

• Updated every 4 years 
by MPO

CTP
• Non-fiscally constrained
• Required by NCDOT
• Starting point for identifying and 

documenting transportation needs
• Framework for selecting future 

transportation projects
• Minor updates as needed; 

full update ~every 10 years by 
county, MPO, or NCDOT

TIP
• MPO’s short-term 

programming document 
(includes schedule and 
funding source)

• Updated and approved 
by MPO every 2 years

• Incorporated into the 
state TIP

CTP – Comprehensive Transportation Plan
MTP – Metropolitan Transportation Plan
TIP – Transportation Improvement Program
MPO – Metropolitan Planning Organization

tation Plan
tion Plan
ent Program
rganization
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• Identify existing and future transportation needs

• First step in the NCDOT project delivery process

• Projects must be reflected in the CTP before County can submit them for 
future funding available through NCDOT and GCLMPO

• NCDOT refers to CTP when implementing its Complete Streets Policy

Why Develop a CTP?

NCDOT PROJECT DELIVERY PROCESS 
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CTP Process



• 5 High Level Steps

CTP Process

5 High Level Steps



Step 1 – Develop CTP Vision

• Vision Statement

Gaston County envisions a multimodal transportation network 
that seamlessly moves people and goods, connecting users to 
economic and social opportunities while ensuring safety, 
reliability, accessibility, and environmental preservation.

• County Intentionally Aligned with GCLMPO 2055 MTP Goals 
and Objectives
• Consistency between plans and counties
• Minimizes confusion for public
• Supports federally–required planning factors

'' 
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• Identified Needs and Deficiencies by Mode

• Created Needs List by Mode

Step 2 - Conduct Needs Assessment



• Developed and Evaluated 
Solutions to Meet Identified 
Needs 

• Conducted Environmental 
Screening to Identify Potential 
Environmental Impacts

• Selected Preferred Alternative 
for Inclusion in Plan  

Step 3 – Analyze Alternatives

Variable Alt 1 Alt 2

Q Poor ~ Fair O Good ~ Better - Best 

1RANs 
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• Main Document
• Appendix
• Maps
• Project 

Recommendations List
• Project Sheets

Step 4 – Developed Final Plan 
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GASTON COUNTY CXIMPREHENSNE TRANSPORTATION Pl.AN Ap,1 2026 

A G~ston County 
Highway Recommendations 

II 

■ 

a 
II 

■ 

1-85, l-5719A: 
From US 32 1 to NC 71 6.1 9 miles 

Widen lo eight lanes. 

1-85, I-5719B: 
From NC 7 to NC 273 13.63mi/es 

Widen to eight lanoS. 

US 29174, U-6043: t 
From Cox Rd (SR 2200) to 400 Widen tho eastbound travel I ,r E of Lirlebe~r Rd I f .22 miles 

400 lcct east ol l.iloborgor R~r: r!! t~:::ic~a: ~: aR:i!:a~),IArmstrong Park Rd to on tho south side. 

US 29174, U-6146: • ,f 
From Market St to Albert/l Ave 
Widen tosbc:lanes r I _<SR2015)11.23mi/es 
m.Jltiuso path • cp ace Bridge 3SCXJ82 over the Sout on tho north sk:le and a sidewalk on tho ~c:i~ !he Catawba Rivor. and add 3 

NC 274, U-5961: ,Jo t 
From Osceola St to Niblick Dr 11 0 ii 
Redesign to a tour-lane boul ~ "'. es cvar with sk:lcwalk and multiuso path . 

NC 279, U-5821: ,Jo t 
From Titman Rd (SR 2478) to U • 
Widen toa tour-lane divided lac~:; w~wn:=:~!:.2435) f 3.78 miles 

~;m279'. U-2523B: 1f 
Robinson Clemmer Rd (SR 2275 Widen tomolti-lancs with sidewalks ~ f_o N Gastoo St (SR 2278) I f .92 miles 

and mprovo !ho intersection ol NC 279 and NC 275 

H~Clns ■ Conge«IDn ■ A.oc,.ulul~t ■ Modemiz.alan ■ Ofl8" (5.nty.e«:..) • ~-@ 
HIGHWAYRECOMMENOATIONS 1•0 PAGE 1 -~•ir 
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• GCLMPO - May

• NCDOT – After 
County adopts Land 
Use Plan

Step 5 – Adopt Plan



Stakeholder and Public 
Engagement



https://engagegaston.com/gaston-CTP

Project Website
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• 30+ Member Stakeholder 
Committee
• Four (4) meetings
• Local government representation
• Public Health, Emergency 

Management, Schools, Economic 
development 

• Stakeholder Interviews
• Go Gastonia
• Bike Ped Advisory Committee
• Parks and Recreation

Stakeholder Engagement
16



• Round 1
• Focused on identifying 

transportation needs, desires, 
and concerns

• Public Engagement Survey
• Get to Know Gaston Event

• Round 2
• Feedback on draft 

recommendations
• Public Engagement Survey
• In-Person Joint Meeting with 

Envision Gaston 2050 
Comprehensive Plan

Public Engagement



• 436 survey responses from Gaston 
County residents / employees

• Interactive maps online and at in-
person event
• Allowed users to place markers where 

they had transportation concerns

• Takeaways
• Strong support for road and intersection 

improvements
• Desire for more local and regional 

transit, including passenger rail
• Need for more sidewalks and off-road 

bike facilities

Round 1
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• 1,465 comments and votes

• Interactive maps online and at 
in-person event
• Allowed users to comment and 

vote on the draft recommendations

• Key Takeaways
• General support for most projects
• Desire for congestion relief
• Strong support for bike/ped safety

Round 2

Highway Recommendations Map 

• • • Q,, Enteranaddress <:> Locations 



CTP Recommendations



Highway Recommendations Map
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Public Transportation and Rail Recommendations 
Map

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Recommendations Map
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Project Recommendations List

GASTON COUNTY 0011.f'RB-lENSf'IE TRANSPCRTAIDN Pl.AN """'°"' 

A Gaston County 
Highway Recommendations 

■ 

II 

■ 

II 

II 

1-85, I-571 9A: 
From US 321 loNC 7 16.19mile:; 

Widen lo ei{1'11 lanes. 

1-85, I-571 9B: 
From NC 7toNC 273 I J.6J m,Je:; 

Widenloel\1ll lanes. 

US 29174, U-6043: t 
From Cox Rd (SR 2200) to 400 It E oft.ineben}ff Rd I r .22 mile:; 

Widen the eastbound tra\1'81 lan9s on US'29/74 from east olCox Rd (SR 220J)1Armst1ong Park Rd to 
400 feet east ot Lineberger Rd rrorn two to ttvee Lanes and add a sidewalk on the SOIJj} side. 

US 29174, U-6146: ~ t 
From MarJ,;.et St to Alberla Ave (SR 2015} I 1.23 mies 

Widen 1o six lanes, replace Bridge 350082 over Illa Soi.ntl H:N1< ol lhe CalaWba Rtwlr', and add a 
ffll.Mtiuse pa:hon the north side and a sldewalkon lhe &OUlh side. 

NC 274, U-5961: ~ t 
From O::ceola St to Niblick Dr I 1.0 mite:; 

Redesl,;r'I to a four-wie txiu4evatd with sidewalk and f'l'lJtbuse path. 

NC 279, U-5821 : ~ t 
From r1tma11 Rd (SR 2478) to Union NewHopeRd (SR 2435} 13.78mi/es 

Widen 1o a rour-lane dJVided facility wi:h multiuse paths. 

NC 279, U-2523B: t 
From Robin=on Clemmer Rd (SR 2275) to N Ga:.-ton St (SR 2278) I 1.92 mite:; 

Widen 10 ~ wi:h sidewalks and Improve the lntetsectlon ol NC 279 and NC 275.. 

HIGHWAY RECOMMENDATIONS PAGE 1 

GASTON COUNTY COt.PRB-lENSNE TRANSPORTATION Pl.AN 

~ 1i Gaston County 
0 0 Bicycle and Pedestrian Recommendations 

■ 

II* 

■ 

II 

II 

Delview Rd (SR 1651 ): t 
From NC 150 to Black Rodi. School Rd (SR 1638) I 1.5 mile:; 

Addslc:lewa.lklOoornec:I resader'ltlal areasl0corrrn9fcialuseson NC 150. 

Black Rock School Rd (SR 1638): t 
FromDelviewRd (SR 1651} to Che'1)'Vitleclyim.it l 0.49mife.: 

Add slc:lewalk lo improve soewa!k comecbons belween ,es!deotial areas aod OoY.ntown 
Cherryville. 

NC 150: f 
From Cleveland Coc.,ntyline to NC 274 12.03 mile:; 

Add a cen!Br tum lane, widen lo 12-tool: lane&, and add sidewalks. 

NC 274: f 

From S Pink Sf (SR 1428) fo Ridge Ave 11.6 miJe:; 

Add blcyele lanes and fill a.dewalk gaps on boO'I Sides, lmpl'OW'lg n()flh-&OUlh COIV'l8Cl!'Yit)' kl 
Cher'tyvl lk:I. 

N Pink St I S Pink St: 
From NC 274 to NC 274 I l .68mile:; 

Add sldewalks IO connect Down:own Cher'ry'llle to residential areas. Cherry-Ji.lie Sanaor High 
Sch:>ol. and ()'18fl")'V1He C1Iy Park. 

NC 150: * 
From N Pink St to Bud Black Rd (SR 1002} 12 72 mile:; 

Add slc:lewalks on both sides, filling gaps and lmp10111ng SIOOWalk connections belween 
18Sldences. shoppng, last-tood restaurants. and Che.-ryvHIEI H,gh SctlOOI sp0rt:$ staduns. 

Cherryville Connector: ..-6. * 
From Down~wn Cherryvile to the L.i1cowl Coumy tine I 4.4 mile:: 

Add a fl'IJitiuse palh IO COf'l"iect Downiown Chet~ile and Ll"ICOln Cou"'lry 

8lu.PedC!aa: ■ 61cycle- ■ Pu!l;!l'!an ■ Sband?ed ■ MtaM-PiilJI • l!lll!lPedl!nd!Ji!' 
* DeneltM~'A)'~till 

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN 
RECOM MENDATIONS 

PAGE 16 

GASTON COUNTY COt.PAB-lENSf'IE TRANSf'ORTATION Pt.AN """2026 

■ 

II 

■ 

a 

II 

II 

Gaston County 
Public Transportation and Rail 
Recommendations 

US 74 West High Capacity Transit Corridor: (i; 
From Belmont to King:; Mountain I 18.49 mile:i 

This Is a proposed Hlgh-Capacly Transit Co,rido, in CCt,INECT Beyond. The corridor Is Shewn as 
Proposed Convrlu:e1 Bus. but could be light , ail. bus rapid ttansit express bus. °' oommu<:ar rail. 
Future studies are needed. 

NC 16 Northwest High Capacity Transit Corridor: (i; 
From Uptown Charlotte to Lowe::vlfe 14.18 mile:; 

This Is a proposed Hlgh-Capacly Transit Co,rido, in CCt,INECT Beyond. Tile corridor is Shewn as 
Proposed Commu!ar Bus, but could be I~ rail, bus rapid transit. express bus, °' commr.ar rail. 
Future studies are needed. 

Belmont Park and Ride: (iij 
WMmart, 701 Hawley AVP I O.Om,Je:; 

This Park and RM.'.i8 lol replaces the e:iusting Park and Ride al Abbey Plaza. 

Belmont Trolley: I liil 
From Belmont AblJey College to Downtown Beknont I 0.17 mile.: 
The Belmont Troney n.Jr"IS pa,allel lo the Belmont Rai Trai l, sh.Jlt~ng convnuters, residents. and 
\lisl!Ol's between Belmont Abbey College and Dowrllown Belmonl 

Belmont Park and Ride - McAdenville Rd : liiJ 
Main St/McAdenville Rd I 0.0 m,Je:; 

Proposed Park and Ride alOng CATS 85X route and proposed Bernon! TtOlley. 

Belmont Park and Ride - Trolley Car Barn: (iii 
Tenninu:; of Propo..'"'ed Be/moot Trofley I 0.0 mile.: 

Proposed Park and Ride as a oentraJ destination and downtov.n hUb. 

PlacT~ClilK ■ ~BIAComlb" ■ fl~crl.lMCon'Oor ■ RIRl81Ac«ncla ■ FlrledGulclN.ly 
■ ,.t,,,ml.'frelghtROUII! ■ Pn..iRloeorM~ ■ Mnl.UJll:IUIISUOO,,,«ln~Tem!NI * Denolei ~way lnCICIE!ltill 

PUBLIC TRAN SPORTATION AND RAIL 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

PAGE I ◄ 



• Highway 
Projects
• STIP Projects
• Widening 

Projects
• New Location 

Projects

Project Sheets

1-85 
From US :121 to NC 7 

Identified Need 

1-85 i s projected to be overcapacity 
by 2055. It is the m ain east-west 
corridor in Gaston County and is vit al 
to moving people and goods 
between Alabama and Virginia. 
Improvements are needed t.o rel ieve 
congestion and accommodate 
proj ected traffic and trud: traffic 
voh.Jmes. 

Recommendation 

Widen to eight lanes. 

Proposal At A Glance 

Hiplway ClilSS congestion & 
Mobility 

facility Type Freeway 

Typic.al section 088 

section Opt ions 

l ength {miles) 6-20 

f xistingROW 130-145 

(feet) 

safetyltisltscore .. 

Capacity Data: Year 

Facilit)' wirl be Approaching 2023 

Capacity (>-801'} 

Focifiry will be OVf!:r Capadty 2023 

(:,.=J.001'} 

Proj«.1Sbeets 

Gu:con C«ml}' ClP 

Gastonia 

O C C 

0 0 0 

D - • ••• i-111> r:::11CT1on 0 L < 

Proposal Data 2023 Base Year 2055 Future Year 

Facility Type f ree-way f reew;iy f reew ay 

Traw l tanes . . ' Vo/um,: (Ypd} 9S500-139000 56200-162100 73900-98600 

Capacit)' (11pd} n400-a2200 77400-82200 125800 

04m/2026 

I-SS 

Typica l Section Options: 
None 

TYPICAL SECTION No. 8B 
8 LANE DIVIDED (27' MEDIAN WITH JERSEY BARRIER) 

WITH PAVED SHOULDERS 

Guton CciumyCTP 

Project History and Linkage to Other Plans _ Deficient Bridges 
This project is a part of t ile 2026:2035 STIP._ ~1ght-of_-way There are 10 br idges along th is facility t hat are 
(ROW) acquis~ion_an_d con_struct1on are ant1e1pated m _ Funaiona tly Obsolete: Bridge #350002, Bridge #350059, 
202.9. The project 1s listed m the 2055 GCLMPO MTP with Bridge #350126 Railroad #350129, Railroad #350132, 
a Horiz~n Year of 20~5. 1-85 i~ classified as a NCDO~ Bridge #350133'. Bridge #350134, Bridge #350_136, 
Strategic Transportat!on Comdor (STC) and thf: entJre Railroad #350138, and Br idge #350142.. Functionally 
route is fede ra lly designated as part of the National obsolete bridges are bridges that were built with 
Mult imodal Freight Network. different standards t han those used today. 

Vision and Goal,; 
The aim of the Gaston County CTP is to establish a 
multimodal transportation networii: that seamlessly 

Truck Traffic 
Average truck traffic along this recommendat ion is 
around 12%, with one segment as high as 17%. 

moves people and goods, connect ing users to economic Resiliency 
and social opportunit ieswll ile ensuring safety, reliability, The NCDOT RIP identified the road segment as moderate 
accessibility, and environmenta l preservat ion. priority with 2 high priori ty culverts. The segment crosses 

Public Engagement 
During the public engagement process, a survey was 
released to receive feedback on each project. This 
proposa l was rated by 13 participants. 100% of 
participants agreed with this proposal. 1 comment was 
left on this project. 

Relationship to Land Use 
This project lies within the municipal boundaries of 
Gastonia and Lowell. The corridor contains a mix of 
undeveloped, institutional, single-famity residentia l, 
multi-family residentia l, commercial, and industrial uses. 

Crash Data 
Between January 2019 and December 2023, there were 
over 2,589 crashes on the segments containing tll is 
recommendation. There were 16 fatal or severe inj ury 
craslles, 472 moderate or minor injury crashes, and 
2,101 property damage onty crashes. 

3 flood haza rd areas, and several locations along the 
segment have an estimated 50 years between flood 
events with a potential flood depth of O.l-1.6feet . 

Project Sheets 04/02/2026 



GASTON CTP Contact

Juan G. Garcia                  
Juan.Garcia@gastongov.com                  
(704) 866-3770

Erin Musiol        
Erin.Musiol@rsandh.com                        
(704) 940-4704

CTP Contact Information

GCLMPO
Tori Dellinger
Tori.Dellinger@gastonianc.gov
(704) 854-6631

Other CTP Contacts

NCDOT TPD
Roger Castillo
ricastillo@ncdot.gov
(919) 707-0942

Emily Stupka
elstupka@ncdot.gov
(919) 707-0985
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Metropolitan Planning Organization 


