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Background

• Established in 1988 by the Gaston BOC

• Identify environmental issues and 
recommend policies to the BOC

• 7 – member committee appointed by 
BOC
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Benefits of Protecting Gaston 
County Farmland?

• Food security
• Local jobs and keeping money local
• Tourism / Education
• Creating a sense of community and open 

space
• Lower costs of services
• Environmental benefits



2022 USDA census will be released in early 2024

2012-2017



Update the Gaston County Farmland Protection Plan and 
include actionable measures aimed to support agriculture and 
expand the availability of locally-grown produce.



2009 Farmland Protection Plan
• Approved by BOC

• Required by USDA in order for County farmers to 
increase access cost-share funding from:

– Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
– Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
– Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)



2009 Farmland Protection Plan

• A framework to assist the agricultural community 
and local governments in working together to 
support and enhance agriculture.

• The plan contained broad goals but lacked 
measurable outcomes.

• Some goals have been addressed but not in a 
systematic way.





• Rising input costs
• Opportunity to develop
• Scarce labor
• Aging farmers
• Limited markets
• Lack of community awareness

Issues Facing Agriculture



“We know what 
the problems 
are……

… but we need help coming 
up with the solutions”





Next Steps?

May 2023 Advise BOC / Get Input
June 2023 Form Steering Committee 
August 2023 Community Meetings /Surveys
Fall 2023 Plan Revisions by QNRC / Soil 

and Water
Jan 2024 Present to BOC
2024 Incorporate into County 

Comprehensive Plan and UDO


