
 

Gaston Innovation Group, Inc. (GIG) 
Board of Directors

•  Dr. Stephen Hannon, Chair, Founder and President - Hannon Orthodontics
•  Nicole Murphey, Secretary, Partner, BridgehouseLaw
•  Charlie Peninger, Treasurer, CEO, DTEL Telecommunications, Inc.
•  Ted Hall, President, Montcross Area Chamber of Commerce
•  David Jones, Chairman and Founder, Peak 10
•  Brad Rivers, Director of the Small Business Center at Gaston College

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBER:
•  Terry Cox, Executive Director of Gaston Innovation Group



 

Gaston Innovation Group, Inc. (GIG) 
Our Goals

•  Create more JOBS and increase tax base in Gaston County
•  Help companies to succeed to the point they graduate from GIGworks, hire more  
 employees and expand to larger office space
•  Become the leader in the region for creating a talent pipeline for technology 
 enabled jobs
•  Offer “Digital First Aid”  to existing businesses in Gaston County to address the dig ital  
 and technology demands facing all businesses today 

W hat We Are
GIGworks provides a supporting, functional work place for gritty entrepreneurs with a 
passion for innovation and growth.

W hat We Do
Sharing resources and knowledge, we nur ture entrepreneurs who want to become par t of 
a new tech engine for Gaston County and the region. 

W hy It Matters
GIGworks helps build sustainable companies, in a new digital era, who will give back  to 
the community through education, mentorship and job growth.
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Gaston 
Gigabit 

Committee 
formed

GGDC identifies
Entrepreneurship and

Small Business as
1 of 7 Focus Areas

for Alliance Growth Plan

County voted to
approve GIGworks

agreement 
3.22.16

Duke Energy
made a $10K
contribution to

GIGworks
5.12.16

Belmont location
selected for
GIGworks
6.13.16

Received first County
check $162,500

4.7.16

Received
initial

tranche of County
funding per
agreement

Signed 
Econ Dev
Milestones

Agreement with
Gaston County
for $975K total

Site selection 
for GIGworks
approved by

Steering
Committee

AT&T Uverse
announces GigaPower

for Gaston County

Gaston BOC approves
$975K proposal for
GIGworks initiative

(incubator & Gigabit Tech Center)

GIGworks forms
Steering Committee

for Site Selection

Gaston Innovation
Group incorporated

with a new BOD
6.21.16

Timeline
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July August Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan.

Hired ED
for GIGworks

7.1.16

Hired PT 
Staff

8.8.16

Engaged
Branding

Firm
10.19.16

Brand Lab
Session

11.15.16

BRIGHTspot
Launch
Meeting

11.17.16

Inaugural
GIGworks
Newsletter
10.20.16

Engaged Construction
Project Manager

11.21.16

Belmont 10%
funding match

7.5.16

Initial Meeting with 
County Inspections

8.30.16

Engaged 
Architectural 

Firm
8.10.16

First GIGworks 
Event (soldout)

11-29-16

Technology Planning
Kickoff

12.13.16

Meeting with 
Gaston College

12.14.16

Second meeting
with County Inspections
for Final Design Plans

12.22.16


