
WHEREAS, Mc James Uames, an acclaimed playwright, actor, author, and professor who hails from
Bessemer City, North Caro| ina, has achieved remarkable success and nacognition, including
the prestigious Pulitzer Prize, honoring his profound contributions totheater and the arts; and. 
WHEREAS, 

K8c Uameo discovered his passion for writing and music as a teenager, graduating from Hunter Huss
High School before pursuing his artistic ambitions at Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, where
he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree and discovered his love for acting. He went on to further

his studies at Temple University in Phi| ode| phio. Pennuy| vania, obtaining a Master of Fine Arts
in Acting, and is currently the Associate Professor of Theatreat Villanova University' s College ofLiberal
Arts and Sciences; and, VVHEREAS, his

exceptional talent has captivated many audienmau, most notably through his chdueUy acclaimed Broadway
play Fat Ham, a contemporary adaptationof William Shakespeare's Hamlet, which skillfully
blends humor and innovative storytelling to deeply resonate with theatergoers; and, VVHEREAS. Fat

Ham earned James the prestigious Pulitzer Prize for Drama and also garnered five Tony Award nominations, 
including recognition for Best Play and Best Director ofa Play; and, WHEREAS, Mr. 

Uomee has received numerous prestigious honore, including the F. Otto Haas Award for an Emerging Artist, 
four Barrymore Awards, the 2015 Terrance McNally New Play Award, the 2017 Whiting Award, 
the2O1S Kenae| hng Prize, and the 2O2O Steinberg Prize; additionoUy, he was named o
2815 Pew Fellow for P|aywhting, further underscoring his impact and influence in performing arts; 
and, VVHEREAS, his

achievements are atremendoua source ofpride for Bessemer City and Gaston County and reflect the transformative
impact that passion and dedication to the creative arts can have on both individuals and society
alike. NOW, THEREFORE, BE

IT RESOLVED that the Gaston County Board of Commissioners hereby commendsU  Mles

in recognition of

his extraordinary acuomp| iahmento, his unwavering dedication to the craft of storyteUing, his enduring
contributions to the performing mrta, and his inspiring legacy for generations offuture artists. 
Chad Brown, Chairman Cad?/

C|oninger Kim

Johnson Allen R. Fraley Tom

Keigher Bob Hovis. Vice- Chairman

Ronald E.Worley
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Accomplishments as an Author, American Playwright, Actor, Professor, and Pulitzer Prize Winner
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DonnaS. Buff Clerk tothe Board ' 7O4' 8SG' 31AS BACKGROUND

To

commend [ Nc James Uamea, Bessemer City native, upon his extraordinary accomplishments as author. American p|
oywhght, ador, professor, and Pulitzer Prize Winner. His Broadway stagep| ay ''Fat Ham" made its debut in New York earlier
this year. He graduated from Hunter Huss High School, He was raised in Bessemer City, received his B.A. in Drama
from Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia and earned his Master in Fine Arts inActing from Temple University. Mr. 
Uamen will be in Gastonia on Monday November 11. 2024 for a special event and book signing. This event is sponsored
by the Gastonia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. Inc. and the Piedmont Chapter of The Links, ATTACHMENTS

Commendation
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