
WHEREAS, every 23seconds, afire department inthe United States responds 0uafire somewhere inthe nation; and, WHEREAS, fires nationally were responsible

for 3,670 civilian deaths and 79% of these fatalities in 2023 occurred in the home; and, VVHEREAS, fires

nationally were responsible

for 13,350 civilian injuries and 77% of these injuries in 2023 were also related tnfires inthe home; and, 

WHEREAS, an estimated $ 23. 2 billion in

property damage nationally occurred as a result of fire in 2023; and, VVHEREAS, wi|d|and/ urban interface ( WU|) 

related fires remain a concern nationwide with multibillion - dollar losses asa result in 2023; and, VVHEREAS, the

fire service responds to e

growing number of medical calls for service, surpassing 80% of total call volume in some jurisdictions; and, WHEREAS, Community

Risk Reduction isa data -

informed process to identify and prioritize local hoke, followed by integrated and strategic investment of resources to
reduce their occurrence and impact; and, VVHEREAS, the value of community support from

looa, otate, and national partners to address community hnko is recognized tomeet the demands on paid, combination, 
and volunteer members of the fire service; and, WHEREAS, the goal of Community Risk Reduction

is to reduce the occurrence and impact of emergency events for both community members and emergency responders through
deliberate action inthe areas ofthe five E'sof Education, Engineering, Enforcement, Emergency response, and
Economic incentive; and, VVHEREAS, most fix+ro|ohsd and many medical calls

for service are pn»vanCob| a. with the five E's performed as part of an integrated Community Risk Reduction program; and, WHEREAS, 
Monday, Jonuory20. 2025. is Martin Luther King Day

and is nationally recognized as National Day of 8opvioa and an opportunity for communities Vu reduce the
risk in their community througho series of educational and other programs. NOW, THEREFORE, BE| TRESOLVED that
the Gaston County Board

ofCommissioners hereby proclaims the week of January 2O.2O25—January 2O. 2025en COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION WEEK agrassroots
initiative offire service professionals aomaathenaUontomiomewamne000fthoimportanoe of

CRR in the fire

service community and an opportunity to make communities
safer. Chad Brown, Chairman Jim Bailey Bob Hovis Cathy Cloninger, Vice - Chair Tom Keigher

Allen R. Fraley
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CommisaionerHovis Emergency Management/ Fire Services Proclamation ToProclaim the Week ofJanuary 2O 26. 2O25aoCommunity Risk
Reduction (CRR)Week STAFF CONTACT Scott

Hunter - Emergency

Management and Fire Services -7O4- 8SG- 3231 BUDGETIMPACT BACKGROUND Community

Risk

Reduction (

CRF) VVmek. observed January 20-26. 2035. highlights the importance of data - driven strategies and community
collaboration to prevent finna, reduce rioko, and enhance safety for both residents and responders. POLICY IMPACT
ATTACHMENTS

Proclamation DO

NOT

TYPE

BELOW THIS LINE Donna S.Buff, 

Clerk tothe County Commission, dohereby certify that#eabove kamL taken by the Board of
Commissioners as follows: pornadlt copy ofaction 2025' 015
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