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RESOLUTION TITLE:       GASTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR THE 2016 SESSION OF THE NORTH
CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

WHEREAS,   the Gaston County Board of Commissioners has worked for many years to strengthen and
diversify Gaston County's economy and to encourage the growth of safe and healthy
communities; and,

WHEREAS,  job creation, economic development, education, healthy communities, public safety and
quality of life are adopted priorities of the Commission and are important guiding
principles for future policy decisions; and,

WHEREAS,   the Gaston County Board of Commissioners recognizes that State policies, programs and
investments can have a significant influence on local policy- making; and,

WHEREAS,   the Gaston County Board of Commissioners has identified numerous goals for
consideration and support during the 2016 General Assembly Session.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gaston County Board of Commissioners respectfully
requests the Gaston County Delegation to the North Carolina General Assembly to:
1. Focus on Economic Development:   Support tax policy to promote advancement of a

business climate in Gaston County that fosters competiveness,  encourages new

investment and provides for the expansion of current industry to support the local
workforce by:

Supporting the continued efforts toward elimination of the NC Corporate Tax.
Commissioners have supported the reduction from 5% to 4% on January 1, 2016,
with a 3% triggered when the corporate tax proceeds exceed $ 21 Billion statewide

Opposing targeted taxes,   policies and rules that would impede business
development

Supporting changes in 2015 sales tax policy that has negatively impacted Gaston
business development due to unintended consequences

Continued Support of ( LOST) Local Option Sales Tax and maintain dedicated
revenue for economic development ( approximately $ 84. 8M statewide in 2016-
2017)

Supporting the reduction of the Franchise Tax

I, Donna S. Buff, Clerk to the County Commission, do hereby certify th the above is a true and in cectaiopy of action
taken by the Board of Commissioners as follows:       i
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2.Supportjobcreationandretentionefforts; fullyfundjobrecruitmenteffortsandsupport
variouseconomicdevelopmentstoolsby:  

MaintainingeconomicdevelopmentprogramsofGoldenLeafFoundation

MaintainingtheGovernor’sOneNCFund’scompetitivenessandeffectivenessby
continuationofthe2015Commissionersgoalsthatmodifiedthelocalmatch

SupportingthecreationofaSiteandBuildingDevelopmentFund.  Thesubsidized
loanfundwouldcreateaccesstocapitalforlandacquisition, buildingconstruction,  
orbuildingrenovationinordertomarketpropertyreadyforleaseorsalefor
industryjobexpansion

ContinuingsupportforworkforcedevelopmentthroughtheCommunityCollege
system

Supportingenvironmentalregulatorypolicythatisbalancedtoprotectnatural
resourcesandbefriendlytothemanufacturingbase

SupportingStateinvestmentinruralinfrastructureofwaterandsewer.  (March
bondreferendumhas $310Mincompetitivegrants.) 

3.Supportfundingfortravelandtourism, historicpreservation, landconservation, state
parksandtheartsinNorthCarolinaasitspurseconomicdevelopmentby: 

SupportingCrowder’sMountainStatePark;($750,000intheMarchbond
referendum) 

SupportingMountainIslandEducationalStateForest

4.Protecttheproceedsfromlotteryticketsalestobepreservedforeducationspendingas
originallyintendedandrestorethestatutoryrequirementthat40% ofnetlottery
proceedsbeallocatedtocountiesforschoolcapitalneeds. 

5.SupportmoreappointmentsofGastonCountyresidents, whoareinterested,to
statewideboardsandcommissions.  Specificcommissionsofinterestinclude, butare
notlimitedto: ParksandRecreationTrustFund, BoardofTransportation, PropertyTax
Commission, PartnershipforChildren, LocalGovernmentRetirementSystem, Local
GovernmentCommissionandHousingFinanceAgency.   

6.SupportNorthCarolinaAssociationofCountyCommissioners’legislativepriorities;most
importantly, opposeunfundedmandatesandanyshiftsofStateresponsibilitiesto
counties. 

7.SupportTransportationFundingby: 

ContinuingeffortstofundtransportationinfrastructureinNorthCarolinabasedon
statisticalneedcriteria

Supportingthefundingoftransportationimprovementsrequiredfornewbusiness
andindustry

Supportingthedevelopmentofinnovativeandsustainablemethodsoffunding
transportationandinfrastructureprojectstomeettheneedsofourgrowing
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population, includingamixoffundingmethodssuchasbonds, public-private
partnerships, localoptionrevenue, andnewrevenuesources

Opposingtheshiftingofroadmaintenancetolocalgovernmentswithoutthe
associatedfunding

Endorsingacoordinatedeffortbetweengovernmententitiesandrespective
agenciestoaddressinfrastructureplanning

Supportinghighwayinterchangeimprovementsthatincreasethevisibilityand
vitalityofareabusinesseswhilemeetingallsafetyandcommuterstandards

SupportingLOCALFundingPrioritieswhichinclude: 

WideningofInterstate85

Highway321Interchange

BridgeoverCatawbaRiver (SouthForkCrossing/CatawbaCrossing) 

8.AddressdisparitiesineducationfundingbetweenCounties. RequestaStudy
CommissionofallStakeholdersinEducationFundingtoreviewdisparitiesandmake
recommendationstotheNCGA. ThePublicSchoolForumofNCcitestheneedforsuch
astudyandequalizationoffunding.  

BEITFURTHERRESOLVEDthatcopiesofthisResolutionbeforwardedtotheGastonCounty
LegislativeDelegationtotheNCGeneralAssemblyandtheNorthCarolinaAssociationof
CountyCommissioners. 
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