
Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Text Amendments ZTA21-01 
 
Request: To consider text amendments to Chapter2 (Definitions):  Table 2.7-1; Chapter 7 (Uses and 

Building Lot Standards):  Table 7.1-1; Chapter 8 (Supplemental Regulations):  Section 8.1.19 
Applicant:  Gaston County Planning Board 
 
Background: 
 
The Unified Development Ordinance (approved April 24, 2008) sets forth procedures for amendment procedures in 
Chapter 5, requiring a recommendation from the Planning Board, with final action on said amendments to commence at 
the conclusion of a public hearing by the County Commission.  The proposed amendments include language to expand 
the definition of Common Open Space, Improved, and make modifications to subsequent Chapters accordingly.  The 
Planning Board reviewed the amendments at its last regular Planning Board meeting (02/08/2021) and unanimously 
recommended to move them to the public hearing process. 
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TABLE 2.7-1
DEFINED TERMS

Term Use Table 
Subcategory*

Definition

Common Open Space, 
Improved

Civic/Community 
Organizations

Common open space which has been improved with recreational areas and amenities 
such as, but not limited to, ball fields, tennis courts, swimming pools, nature trails, 
clubhouses, cabanas, gazebos, etc.

Table 7.1-1: Table of Uses

X = Permitted use by right; C = Conditional Use Permit required; CD = Conditional Zoning required; E = Existing use subject to limitations; SP = Special 
Exception required; s = Supplemental regulations listed in addition to X, C, CD, E, SP

USE 
CATEGORY

RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS OFFICE DISTRICTS COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS INDUSTRIAL 
DISTRICTS

Suppl. 
Regs.
Ch. 8

Parkin
g
Regs.
Ch. 10

R
-
1

R
-2

R
-3

RL
D

R
S-
20

R
S-
12

R
S-
8

RM
F

TM
U

OL
C

O
-1

O
M

CB
D

UM
U

GP
X

NB
S

C
-1

C
-2

C
-3

I-
1

I-
2

I-
3

I
U

Civic /
Community 
Organizations

Common Open 
Space, 
Improved

X
s

X
s

X
s

Xs Xs Xs Xs Xs 8.1.19 1.52



Gaston County, North Carolina

PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT – PLANNING BOARD REVIEW – FEBRUARY 2021 
Highlighted italics – additions; strikeouts = deletions 

8.1.19 COMMON OPEN SPACE, IMPROVED 

A. These facilities may be illuminated in a general manner for night use to provide for safety and general operation of 
the facility meeting the requirements of Section 9.13. 

B. Outdoor recreational facilities shall be located at least fifty (50) feet from property line and have a grade A screen.  

C. Accessory buildings to the recreational use shall comply with setbacks and screening requirements of the zoning 
district, which the use is located.




