
Gaston County
Township Investment Grant Applications

Gastonia Township

Project
Requested 

Amount
Recommended 

Approval

Project INVEST in our Youth  $                          10,000  $                          10,000 

Hunter Huss High School Track & Security (BOE)  $                        110,000  $                        110,000 

Lucile Tatum Center   $                          60,000  $                          55,000 

Ranlo Park and Community Building 
Expansion/Improvement Project  $                        144,345  $                        144,000 

Smyre Water System Conversion  $                        227,275  $                        227,000 

Spray-ground/Splash pad addition at Erwin Park  $                        300,000  $                        180,000 

Playground addition for Smyre Millennium Park  $                          75,000  $                          45,000 

Playground addition for I.C. Falls Park  $                          75,000  $                          45,000 

Gaston Farmers Market Expansion  $                          55,000  $                          33,000 
The Dream Center Academy
*Tracy Philbeck Co-Sponsor  $                        150,000  $                          75,000 

Poston Park Sidewalk Connector
*Mickey Price Co-Sponsor  (Revised Project Amount)  $                        152,000  $                          76,000 

Total:  $                     1,358,620  $                     1,000,000 

BOC 1/26/2016 Regular Meeting



























































































 
City of Lowell 

 
Application for Gaston County Township Grant 

 
Poston Park Sidewalk Connector 

 
December 2015 

 
 
 
1. Project Name:    Poston Park Sidewalk Connector 
 
2. Sponsoring Commissioner:  Mickey Price and Jason Williams 
 
3. Applicant Information: 
  
 A.  Organization     City of Lowell 
  
 B.  Contact Information  Address:  City of Lowell 
        101 West First Street 
        Lowell, NC  20898 
      Phone:  (704) 824-3518 
  
 C.  Contact Person:     Al Greene, City Manager 
 
4. Township Name     Gaston North and South Point 
 
5. Amount Requested     $152,000 
 
6. Project Description 
 
This project would extend sidewalk northward along Spencer Mountain Road from the terminus 
of the existing sidewalk at the Lowell City Limits to the entrance of Poston Park.  This sidewalk 
interconnection will provide significant local and county-wide benefit by improving pedestrian 
access between Poston Park and the City of Lowell.  The extension will also provide continuous 
pedestrian access from Post Park to the Carolina Thread Trail on the South Fork of the Catawba 
River. 
 
Currently pedestrian access is extremely limited by the lack of connectivity.  Spencer Mountain 
Road is a busy route with poor visibility and no pedestrian amenities.  While it is a very short 
distance from the population center in Lowell to Poston Park, the lack of sidewalk for the short 
distance between the City Limits and the entrance to Poston Park discourages pedestrians, 
including school-aged children, from visiting the park.  Lowell has a large population of walkers 
and runners who would enjoy including Poston Park on their route if access could be improved.   
 



The City of Lowell undertook the extension of sidewalk within Town up to the northern City 
Limits at a cost of $238,000.  This was done with encouragement and support of county officials 
and with the commitment from the County that funding would be pursued by the County to 
connect the sidewalk through the small section of unincorporated area to the entrance to Poston 
Park.  The County has displayed genuine interest in causing this interconnection, however to date 
a funding source has not been identified and the interconnection has not been made.    
 
The extension would involve the construction of approximately 300 linear feet of curb and gutter 
and sidewalk with associated storm drainage, to provide a transition to County-owned property.  
Once the project transitions off of NCDOT right-of-way and onto County property, it will 
continue for approximately 1,000 more feet without the NCDOT required curb and gutter with 
drainage.  The remaining 1,000 foot section will require clearing and grubbing and the 
installation of sidewalk.  The engineering firm of Robinson and Sawyer has estimated that the 
total cost to construct 300 feet of the project to NCDOT standards, and the remainder to county 
specifications only, in today’s dollars, would be approximately $152,000.  This construction 
estimate includes a 10% contingency.   
 
Attached is a copy of the revised estimate prepared by Mr. Don Smith with Robinson and 
Sawyer.   We have also included an aerial depiction of the location of the proposed sidewalk.  
The City of Lowell would welcome funding for this project.  It appears that the project could be 
actually administered by either the County or the City, and Lowell would be comfortable with 
either approach. 



Preliminary Engineers Estimate of Construction Costs
Proposed Sidewalk from Poston Park to Preston Place Subd. along Lowell Spencer Mtn. Rd.

For Town of Lowell
1/5/2016

Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Cost
Mobilization LS 1 $15,000.00 $15,000.00
Clearing & Grubbing AC 0.5 $10,000.00 $5,000.00
Seeding & Mulching AC 0.5 $3,000.00 $1,500.00
Temporary Silt Fence LF 1,400 $3.00 $4,200.00
Temporary Check Dams EA 36 $300.00 $10,800.00
Excavation CY 350 $18.00 $6,300.00
24" Concrete Curb & Gutter LF 300 $30.00 $9,000.00
I-19.0B Asphalt Base Course TNS 15 $125.00 $1,875.00
S-9.5B Asphalt Surface Course TNS 7 $125.00 $875.00
Concrete Sidewalk SY 715 $60.00 $42,900.00
Incidental Stone TNS 70 $50.00 $3,500.00
Storm Drainage Pipe LF 30 $30.00 $900.00
Storm Drainage Structure EA 1 $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Flared End Section EA 1 $800.00 $800.00
Signage/Landscaping LS 1 $3,600.00 $3,600.00
Fencing/Protective Barriers/Trash Cans LS 1 $7,200.00 $7,200.00
Traffic Control LS 1 $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Engineering/Surveying/Administration LS 1 $18,100.00 $18,100.00

Sub-Total $138,550.00
10%+ Cont. $13,855.00

2015 Dollars TOTAL $152,000
(Inflation at 5% per year for 6 years) 2021 Dollars TOTAL $204,000

Note(s):
1) Cost estimate does not include removal of rock or unsuitable subgrade soil

(300+ feet within R/W of Lowell Spencer Mtn. Rd., remainder on County, Poston Park Property)
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