
WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1. 1803, declaring the
slaves in Confederate territory free, paving the way for the passing of the 13th Amendment which
formally abolished slavery in the United States of America; and, 

VVHEREAS, word about the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation was delayed some two and one- half years, to
June 19, 1865, in reaching authorities and Africa n- Ameri cans in the Southern United States: and, 

VVHEREAS, the celebration of the end of olavary, which became known an Junmb* onth, is the oldest known public
celebration of the end of slavery in the United States and has been celebrated by the African -American
community for over 15Oyears; and, VVHEREAS. 

Juneteenthcommemorates African -American freedomandmdabnateuthaochievementegoinedthmugh education, perseverance, 

and greater opportunities, while reminding each of us of the precious promises of freedom, 
equality, and opportunity which are at the core of the American Dream; and. VVHEREAB, the

first Juneteenth celebrations were a time for eaonunsnco, prayer, and the gathering of family members and
noiUhbnm, and today continue as a time of remembrance and celebration within communities aomon
the ooun8y, promoting know| odgo, oppnaomhon ofAfrican American history and culture, and
respect for all people; and, WHEREAS. Gaston

County is proud to celebrate this historic day for the fifth time and isexcited tojoin the Seventh Annual Gastonia EhnnyFeotJuneheanth Feohva|, 
organized by HELP Carolina, with activities including the Junetoonth Parade in
downtown Gastonia on Satumduy. June 14. 2035, and the Gastonia EbonyFeutJuneteenth Festival on the
same day; the Farm - to -Table Youth Event hosted in partnership with Keep Gastonia Beautiful
onTuesday, June 17' 2026; and the Juneteanthfinale on Thuroday. June 18, 2025. featuring vondore, food, 
mnh* rtainmont, community ongagomont, and fireworks at the Rotary Pavilion. NOW, THEREFORE, BE| TRESOLVED
that the

Gaston County Board ofCommissioners, onbehalf ofall ofGaston County, dohereby declare June 19.2O25sm J=~°J ovx   in
Gaston County, North Carolina and urge all

udbeno to join

in celebrating this day of significance in the history and heritage of our nation and County, and to honor
hco| trailblazers such as Aunt Charlotte MuC| ee. Gastonia' s first midwife and a symbol of resilience, 
community+ bui| ding, and hope for future generations. Chad Brown, Chairman Jim Bailey Bob Hovis CothyCkminger, Vice - Chair
Tom

Keigher Allen R. 

Fraley Soott8heUan TobeAdopted the
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I, Donna S. Buff, Clerk to the County Commission, do hereby certify that the above is aitrue andcorrect copy of action
taken by the Board of Commissioners as follows; 
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