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Right now, America’s workforce is facing a challenge. The 
majority of our current skilled professionals are at or near 

retirement age.  

Skilled Trade Workers Are Aging Fast 
The Gap Is Widening

Source:

National Association of 
Manufacturers



3

5th Grade Career 
Awareness
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Beam Intermediate School Sherwood Elementary School
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● Teacher instructional support

● Career awareness activities and interest inventories

● Facilitate high school pathway planning

Middle School 
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CTE Career Clusters
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● Teacher instructional support

● Credentials

● Career planning, internships, job shadowing

High School 
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Hunter Huss High School
Cosmetology Program



Gaston County Schools
Career Exploration Center
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Forest Heights Campus
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What do we offer?
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● VR headsets = aviation, automotive, construction, diesel, electrical, 
healthcare, hospitality & tourism, manufacturing , lineman, plumbing, 
HVAC

● Heavy equipment simulators = dump truck, backhoe, excavator, wheel 
loader 

● Paint, powder coating and media blaster simulator
● Welding simulator  
● Reach lift simulator 
● Ambulance simulator
● Anatomage table   

Career Exploration Areas
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The Career Exploration Center can 
expose and better prepare Gaston 

County’s students for future workforce 
opportunities, improve partnerships 

between schools and local businesses, 
and ensure that students gain practical, 

job-ready skills.
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Internships
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Pathway to Employment



Thank YouThank You


