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File#: 16-031

Commissioner Price- To Approve the South Point Township Grant Recommendation ($ 500,000 Fund Balance

Appropriation)

STAFF CONTACT

Earl Mathers, County Manager( 704) 866-3101

BUDGET IMPACT

Reduces Fund Balance by$ 500,000.

BUDGET ORDINANCE IMPACT

Authorizes County Manager to make necessary budget amendments to move funds into the appropriate project
accounts/sub-accounts.

BACKGROUND

During its 10/ 27/2015 Regular Meeting, the Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution 2015-292, to approve a
Township Improvement Grant Program to be funded from the proceeds of the CaroMont Lease and authorized

3, 500,000 from the proceeds to be distributed within each township.  Each Township is eligible for $ 500, 000 in grant
proceeds (with the exception of Gastonia Township, which is eligible for $ 1, 000,000).  At the direction of the Board, the

County Manager facilitated an application process and grant requests were accepted until December 31, 2015.

The following project(s) were recommended for the South Point Mountain Township( See the Attached Project
Recommendations Packet for more detail)

South Point High School ( BOE)$ 90k

Belmont Rail Trail-$ 125k

j

I, Donna S. Buff, Clerk to the County Commission, do hereby certi t the above is e   , s•.rrect copy of action
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PostonParkSidewalkConnector (JasonWilliamsCo-Sponsor) - $76k
SouthPointGEMSSubstation - $66.5k
BelmontLibrary - $55k
CramerMountainRoadSidewalk - $87.5k

ApprovalofthisrequestauthorizestheCountyAttorneytodraftthenecessarycontractsandauthorizestheCounty
ManagertoexecutesaidcontractsonbehalfofGastonCounty.  

ApprovalofthisrequestalsoauthorizestheCountyManagertopreparethenecessarybudgetchangestocommit
fundsfortheseprojects. ThesebudgetchangeswillbesubmittedtotheBOCatthe2/9/2016RegularMeetingfor
informationalpurposesonly.  

POLICYIMPACT

N/A



GastonCounty
TownshipInvestmentGrantApplications

SouthPointTownship

RequestedRecommended
AmountApprovalProject

JasonWilliamsCo-Sponsor  $                     152,000

851,400Total: 













CityofLowell

ApplicationforGastonCountyTownshipGrant

PostonParkSidewalkConnector

December2015

1. ProjectName:    PostonParkSidewalkConnector

2. SponsoringCommissioner:  MickeyPriceandJasonWilliams

3. ApplicantInformation:  

A.  Organization CityofLowell

B.  ContactInformation Address:  CityofLowell
101WestFirstStreet
Lowell, NC 20898

Phone:  (704) 824-3518

C.  ContactPerson:     AlGreene, CityManager

4. TownshipName GastonNorthandSouthPoint

5. AmountRequested     $152,000

6. ProjectDescription

ThisprojectwouldextendsidewalknorthwardalongSpencerMountainRoadfromtheterminus
oftheexistingsidewalkattheLowellCityLimitstotheentranceofPostonPark.  Thissidewalk
interconnectionwillprovidesignificantlocalandcounty-widebenefitbyimprovingpedestrian
accessbetweenPostonParkandtheCityofLowell.  Theextensionwillalsoprovidecontinuous
pedestrianaccessfromPostParktotheCarolinaThreadTrailontheSouthForkoftheCatawba
River. 

Currentlypedestrianaccessisextremelylimitedbythelackofconnectivity.  SpencerMountain
Roadisabusyroutewithpoorvisibilityandnopedestrianamenities.  Whileitisaveryshort
distancefromthepopulationcenterinLowelltoPostonPark, thelackofsidewalkfortheshort
distancebetweentheCityLimitsandtheentrancetoPostonParkdiscouragespedestrians,  
includingschool-agedchildren, fromvisitingthepark.  Lowellhasalargepopulationofwalkers
andrunnerswhowouldenjoyincludingPostonParkontheirrouteifaccesscouldbeimproved. 



TheCityofLowellundertooktheextensionofsidewalkwithinTownuptothenorthernCity
Limitsatacostof $238,000.  Thiswasdonewithencouragementandsupportofcountyofficials
andwiththecommitmentfromtheCountythatfundingwouldbepursuedbytheCountyto
connectthesidewalkthroughthesmallsectionofunincorporatedareatotheentrancetoPoston
Park.  TheCountyhasdisplayedgenuineinterestincausingthisinterconnection, howevertodate
afundingsourcehasnotbeenidentifiedandtheinterconnectionhasnotbeenmade.     

Theextensionwouldinvolvetheconstructionofapproximately300linearfeetofcurbandgutter
andsidewalkwithassociatedstormdrainage, toprovideatransitiontoCounty-ownedproperty.   
OncetheprojecttransitionsoffofNCDOTright-of-wayandontoCountyproperty, itwill
continueforapproximately1,000morefeetwithouttheNCDOTrequiredcurbandgutterwith
drainage.  Theremaining1,000footsectionwillrequireclearingandgrubbingandthe
installationofsidewalk.  TheengineeringfirmofRobinsonandSawyerhasestimatedthatthe
totalcosttoconstruct300feetoftheprojecttoNCDOTstandards, andtheremaindertocounty
specificationsonly, intoday sdollars, wouldbeapproximately $152,000.  Thisconstruction
estimateincludesa10% contingency.    

AttachedisacopyoftherevisedestimatepreparedbyMr. DonSmithwithRobinsonand
Sawyer.   Wehavealsoincludedanaerialdepictionofthelocationoftheproposedsidewalk. 
TheCityofLowellwouldwelcomefundingforthisproject.  Itappearsthattheprojectcouldbe
actuallyadministeredbyeithertheCountyortheCity, andLowellwouldbecomfortablewith
eitherapproach.  



PreliminaryEngineersEstimateofConstructionCosts
ProposedSidewalkfromPostonParktoPrestonPlaceSubd. alongLowellSpencerMtn. Rd. 
300+ feetwithinR/WofLowellSpencerMtn. Rd., remainderonCounty, PostonParkProperty) 

ForTownofLowell
1/5/2016

ItemUnitQuantityUnitPriceCost

138,550.00

2015DollarsTOTAL$ 152,000

Inflationat5% peryearfor6years)2021DollarsTOTAL$ 204,000

Note(s): 

1) Costestimatedoesnotincluderemovalofrockorunsuitablesubgradesoil






















