
11, 

WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1. 1883. 
declaring the slaves in Confederate territory free, paving the way for the passing of the 13th
Amendment which formally abolished slavery in the United States of America; and, 

VVHEREAS, word about the signing of the Emancipation Pnzo| emodon was delayed some two and one
half years, hoJune 10. 1865. inreaching authorities and Africa n-AmehcanaintheSouthenn United States; 
and, VVHEREAS, the

celebration of the end of olavery, which became known as Junehaenth, is the oldest known public
celebration of the end of slavery in the United 8bahao and has been celebrated by
the Africa n-American community for over 150 years; and, VVHEREAS. Juneteenh

commemorates n freedom and celebrates the successes gained through

education and greater success and reminds each of us of the precious promises of
freedom, eque| ity, and opportunity which are at the core of the American Dream; and, 
WHEREAS, the

first Juneteendh celebration was a time for reassurance, prayer, and the gathering of family members
and neighbom, and today, it isatime ofremembrance and celebration within communities throughout the
country to promote and cultivate knowledge and appreciation ofAfrican American history
and ou8una, while encouraging continuous self - development and respecfor all
people and cultures; and, WHEREAS, Gaston County is proud

to celebrate this historic day for the fourth time and is excited to join the Sixth Annual Juneteenth
celebration on Saturday, June 15' 2024stJun* teendh Health Fair at Highland Health
Center, GOS N. Highland EXneat— 10 am; etthe Juneteenth Parade in downtown Gastonia — 3p.

m.; and the Gastonia EbunyF* stJunadeenth Festival at the Rotary Pavilion in downtown
Gastonia — 4 p.m: Wednesday, June 19' 2024: Gastonia EbonyFust] unatnonth Festival at p.
m., with vendora, food, speeches and fireworks at the Rotary Pavilion. NOW, 
THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED that the Gaston

County Board ofCommissioners, onbehalf of all ofGaston County, dohereby declare June 19. 2O2400 Juneteenth in
Gaston County, North Carolina and urge all citizens to

join

in celebrating this day of significance inthe history and heritage ofour nation and County. Chad Brown, 
Chairman Cathy Cloninger Kim Johnson Allen R. Fraley Tom Keigher Bob

Hovis. Vice- Chairman

Ronald EWorley



nty

Communications

Board Action

Gaston County
Board of Commissioners

www. gastongov. com

File #: 24- 216

Commissioner Hovis - Communications - Proclamation - To Recognize June 19th as " Juneteenth" in Gaston County

STAFF CONTACT

Adam Gaub - Communications Director - 520- 405- 9541

BACKGROUND

N/ A

POLICY IMPACT

N/ A

ATTACHMENTS

Proclamation

DO NOT TYPE BELOW THIS LINE

I, Donna S. Buff, Clerk to the County Commission, do hereby certify tip the above
taken by the Board of Commissioners as follows: 

NO. DATE MI M2 CBrown CCIoninger AFraley BHovis

true and correct copy of action

KJohnson er / i1/ 1/ orley Vote

2024- 177 05/ 28/ 2024 BH TK A A A

DISTRIBUTION: 

Laserfiche Users

A A

A= AYE, N= NAY, AB= ABSENT, ABS= ABSTAIN, U= UNANIMOUS


